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Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/01/17 11:33

_____________________________________

My mom was a true artist....she was constantly taking classes to perfect her work. She studied color,
theory, drawing, etc. I loved playing with her paints, but never wanted to take the time to learn....just
wanted to paint. I don't consider myself an artist, but still love to paint....can't draw....but love to paint.
Just wondering if there is any hope for a painter without studying the art.
http://www.totalartsoul.com/images/fbfiles/images/teacuprose.JPG
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/01/17 11:51

_____________________________________

God I hope so Marilyn! I've never studied art either! I do believe though that if you have the passion, you
learn as you go along. You can teach yourself many, many things. The internet is wonderful for that, I do
research all the time. I'm hoping this forum is going to be great for people wanting to learn stuff too. I've
already learned about different materials and their properties which helps me a lot as a mixed media
artist. That's a delightful painting. Did you do that?
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/01/17 11:54

_____________________________________

Yes, that's a small acrylic that I just finished.
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/01/17 12:19

_____________________________________

It's very pretty. What did you paint it on?
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/01/17 12:57

_____________________________________

Wrapped canvas.
============================================================================
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Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Svartr - 2010/01/17 14:11

_____________________________________

That's a really pretty painting, Marilyn :)
Formal training is, I think, just a collection of techniques/snippets of knowledge which had previously
been explored and experimented by other people.
You can start with this foundation, or you can use a blank canvas and discover these for yourself
through your own trial and errors.
I like this explanation of an 'artist':
"A follower of a pursuit in which skill comes by STUDY or PRACTICE."
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/01/17 15:33

_____________________________________

It's nice that it's oval like that.
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/01/17 16:08

_____________________________________

Svartr wrote:
I like this explanation of an 'artist':
"A follower of a pursuit in which skill comes by STUDY or PRACTICE."
If practice makes you an artist, I'M an artist!! :lol:
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Svartr - 2010/01/17 16:13

_____________________________________

I'd say so :)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/01/17 17:08
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_____________________________________

I have a bit of a theory. Looking at the type of artist that is coming out of art schools, I speak generally of
course, there are always exceptions, I see a genre that's pretty much the same as the next artist. I don't
see much new and mostly abstract installations. They're taught a method of thinking which they all follow
and it's become predictable. Once I got to understand the method, the artworks were no longer much of
a challenge to work out. The thought processes were all very similar. They seem to be taught how to be
professional artists, like learning how to run a business.
Then I look at people who have never been to art school and usually, again I speak generally, I find them
to be much more creative, pushing boundaries and experimenting. Not being afraid of trying new things
of fear of disappointing their tutor.
I have agonized over this for so long, feeling for a long time that I too should go to art school. As I have
grown in confidence I've realized that I have non of the constraints that may have been forced on my by
a formal education. I do what I want. I may lack technical ability, I know I do, but I think that to stand out
as an artist, creative thinking is the most important. Technical ability can be learned but I don't think you
can teach someone to be creative, inventive and innovative.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by sandpiperrose - 2010/01/28 21:01

_____________________________________

I wouldn`t say I have any real formal training, I have always loved to draw. Years ago, when my son
was a toddler, and my twin girls were at an age where they would take baby steps sometimes, but when
they wanted to really move, they would crawl. One day when they were all napping, I picked up a
magazine, and it had an article in it about that vampire soap opera, Dark Shadows. There was a picture
of the main character, in costume, and I drew it. One of my frieds suggested I take a correspondance
course. I wound up taking a Famous Artists commercial art course. It tought me quite a bit, but I never
went into commercial art. I learned more about oil painting with my friend Bea, when we were taking
turns painting at each others houses.
I also took Tole classes from her. Ididn`t much like tole painting because you have to be so methodical,
which I am not. lol I also learned a lot when I went to that artists workshop. We all did our oun thing,
and the instructer would go from one of us to the other, and if she saw something that could be
improved, she would tell us, but it was always our choice of whether or not we took her advice.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/01/29 10:58

_____________________________________

I think we can learn much from simply watching someone. I used to run painting groups, one for kids and
one for adults. I learned much from both. I think the kids because they didn't have any fixed ideas and
would try anything with sometimes surprising results. The adults too, they all had their own unique
methods and styles. It really is my wish to start up another group one day when I'm not living in quite
such an isolated place. I love the idea of nurturing and encouraging others as it always comes back in
many different ways.
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============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/01/29 12:44

_____________________________________

I remember growing up with art classes going in our basement a couple of times a week. My mom loved
painting with a group. Not sure if I would like that or not. I do think painting with others would provide a
great learning experience and lots of great feedback.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/01/29 13:05

_____________________________________

I didn't think I would like it either but I grew to enjoy a lot. The best groups are those where there are
people of all levels although you have to be careful that if you're a much higher level, you don't end up
spending all your time helping others. There needs to be a bit of balance. It all depends on the people
too. Some can be quite demanding but I was quite lucky with my groups.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Rogue Gene Andrea - 2010/02/03 13:44
_____________________________________

I have formal art training, which gave me some unrealistic ideas of the career I thought I was going
follow when I was much younger!! My head was filled with all sorts of ideas and expectations.
Formal training can nurture talent at an young age whilst providing a solid foundation and guidance. I
look back on my time at college fondly and do feel it was a worthwhile experience. I certainly learnt a lot
and still use some of the techniques and practises I was taught, now. I actually studied Graphic Design
and Illustration, so I am in a slightly different place to where I thought I would be on graduation. I've had
several 'creative incarnations' over the last 15 ('ish) years which I now feel were all part of the process I
had to go through to be where I am today - happy and satisfied with my creative output. :)
The qualifications I have are useful on paper but I don't believe you need formal art training to become a
successful artist. You get out what you put in. There are many routes to success. ;)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/02/03 14:38

_____________________________________

I do feel that I'm missing much technical information. I try and learn things as I go along but I would
dearly love to study more. My fear about formal training would be that I may have been 'molded' in some
way. Maybe my thinking is wrong on this.
4 / 29

Total Art Soul - Forum - Total Art Soul - for artists
Generated: 15 September, 2019, 20:53

============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by TatumRevamped - 2010/02/04 15:58
_____________________________________

I have had some formal training, but not as much as I meant to have..
Sometimes I wish I stayed in school to learn more basic painting skills that I missed out on. It is also fun
to paint in a goup because 10 people, painting the same thing will creat 10 different paintings
I do like the freedom that comes with self-teaching though.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by CAMESart - 2010/02/04 23:37

_____________________________________

Training is nice to meet interesting people. In a school-process you can compare with your teacher or
other students. Competing is necessary to get better. I learned to destroy my work in school... But
training cannot make you an artist, if you donnot have an artistic soul... In fact I started as an autodidact.
You visit a museum and you think, yes I can do that too... ;)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/02/05 21:15

_____________________________________

Interesting perspective. The few times I've gone to evening school to learn a new skill, I have really
enjoyed the sharing part. I'm quite competitive all by myself, so I don't need to be part of a group for that
but you do learn from different perspectives.
I destroy my work too, often. I rework many of my paintings. I very rarely like my work which drives mes
to try and do better all the time.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by patty_lane - 2010/02/06 05:07

_____________________________________

I have been trained formally in Fine Art, but not in what I actually do now, lol. That is Decorative Art. I
am basically self taught, though I have learned a great deal through forums and web-sites. Different
finishes and trompe l'oeil perspective issues in my murals.
I do have to say that my fine art training actually broadened my horizons. The professors made you try
different mediums, styles, and ways of looking at things. I can't even explain how valuable that was.
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============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/02/06 08:43

_____________________________________

Welcome to TAS patty. I have to say that when I was not living in such an isolated place, I used to do
many different types of evening classes, stained, glass, water colors, drawing etc. I gained very useful
information from all of those and it's what's lead me to working the way I do today. I don't think it can
really hurt to get some kind of training.
Having said this, when I look at the youngsters coming out of art school, they all follow the same formula
and produce very similar types of work. (I speak generally of course). This is why I wonder about this. Is
it possible that they are somehow molded in a particular way, they all seem to follow a certain path, and
that the teaching methods prevent them from being truly creative?
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by MightyFineArt - 2010/02/10 10:48

_____________________________________

cathy wrote:
when I look at the youngsters coming out of art school, they all follow the same formula and produce
very similar types of work. (I speak generally of course). This is why I wonder about this. Is it possible
that they are somehow molded in a particular way, they all seem to follow a certain path, and that the
teaching methods prevent them from being truly creative?
I agree with this sentiment. I used to feel I was at a disadvantage having not had the opportunity for
much in the way of further education. I certainly was made to feel inferior when approaching some 'high
brow' galleries. I don't go that route any more, where perhaps your qualifications and how you express
yourself verbally carry as much weight as the quality of your work. Now I'm older and more confident I
feel quite proud to be entirely self-taught. I do wish though that I had more idea about the business side
of things. I'm not so bad nowadays but had to learn the hard way about a lot of things which can be
expensive. The same goes for IT skills, life would have been a lot easier to have known what I was doing
when I got my first PC. But again, I take great satisfaction in being self taught there too, and getting
along with it OK now.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/02/10 13:31

_____________________________________

There's no doubt that you feel a greater sense of achievement when you've had to work hard for your
success and learn things the difficult route. I lack technical knowledge, for sure, but I do feel that I've
been able to have total freedom in what I do. I've never felt constraint into thinking a certain way and
that, I think, has allowed me to be very creative.
I think I am also coming now to the conclusion that maybe I don't actually need the 'high brow' galleries.
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Art is so subjective anyway that ultimately it's all about personal opinions.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by CarolChretien - 2010/02/16 16:15

_____________________________________

I am finding myself agreeing with everything said...in the beginning I was instructed in an art class by a
well respected local oil painter. I just fell in love with oils and from that time forward did self-study always
believing that the painting on the easel was teaching me something new.
Tried to push forward with every piece.
Realized the most valuable teaching from my instructor was simply "WHAT DO YOU SEE? Now squint!"
Then practice, practice and practice some more.
And I guess the art has to speak for itself.
just my thought. Love the topic!
:)
Carol
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/02/16 19:18

_____________________________________

It's a good point to make Carol. There is only so much one can be taught. So much of our learning is
picked up each time we sit at the easel.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by onawhimsey - 2010/03/05 08:25

_____________________________________

Totally self taught! I did art at school but you were so restricted then (showing my age!)by subject matter
and medium.
I love to read about other techniques and sometimes try to emmulate them into my favourite medium of
wax. Even tried a water colour class but felt so intimidated by the amazing talent around me that I soon
dropped out. So, after many years I picked up a hot iron instead of a paint brush :)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/03/08 15:34

_____________________________________
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I think so much can be learned simply from experimenting. I think my technique of using string won't be
something that will be taught! lol
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by CatSalterArt - 2010/03/13 22:10

_____________________________________

If you have an 'art gene' in you it will always find it's way out! I would get 98% in art and, in the same
exams, 7% for science and don't talk to me about maths! There was no doubt which way my life would
go!
I did a Foundation year at Art College in the Uk and a Fine Art degree in SA but was constantly
frustrated by the professors attempts to change me into what they considered an 'Artist' to be.(My work
was very representational, as it is now, and this didn't suit their image of art)
I have found, since coming back to painting after many years away form it, that the best way to learn is
to study other artists and even copy work you admire. You learn a huge amount by actually emulating
another pieces of work and learn technique this way quickly. I also devour art books, go to galleries and
trawl websites.
One thing that was very good advice from a lecturer at Uni was; "You must look at images all day, look
at books and fill your brain with resources to draw on". This has been one thing that has always stuck
with me and I am sure he was right.
Having gone to Uni or college to 'learn' Art, does give you the bonus of being more appealing to some
galleries but, does not necessarily make you a better artist.
A great book and course that I have always meant to look at and do is; "Drawing on the Right Side of the
Brain' by Betty Edwards (ISBN 0-00-711645-4) Maybe give it a go?
Cat
http://www.totalartsoul.com/images/fbfiles/images/9780007116454.jpg
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/03/14 16:01

_____________________________________

You make a good point Cat about copying. When I was a child, I used to copy things all the time. My
parents used to tell me off for it but actually, I think I learned a huge amount from doing this.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by CarolChretien - 2010/03/14 19:10

_____________________________________
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I remember being told by an artist and teacher a long time ago that if you have " it " in you and use it
....you will get to the same place with formal or informal study.
they said one thing about self learning is you stay more to your own style and less of the teacher.
On the other hand you do learn from all the history and exposure of ideas and techniques in a formal
program.
In the end the medium teaches so much. practice seems to be the key...and willingness to stretch your
mind and heart and experiment and challenge yourself. jmo :)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by okumi - 2010/03/19 19:54

_____________________________________

Hi everyone well as i only can speak for myself i must say that, there was a time when i thought i needed
formal art training, because i have always been hard on myself and very perfectionist, being unsure on
how to start any kind of piece, and when you are the daughter of a really extroardinary artist you want
him to be sorprised at what you can do, and he was the one who told me i didnt need art school,
"Practice makes perfect" he always says, he was afraid that if i were to go to art school i would be
dissapointed like joel my cousin(he went to art school) because he said to me that some teachers would
try to teach there own style and not let them be free, as i have been untill today, i wasnt very confident
like he was, but then i started to lose my fears and really see what i could do, i learned that if i screwd up
i could fix it easy, i must say that i may not have gone to art school but in a way my father was my
school not many have that chance to have an open guide i am very blessed, he teaches me an i teach
him, so i guess it all depends ond the person, some need school some dont , maybe they can find a
good guide in art school maybe they wont, but in the end it all depends on you, what you want, who you
are, to recognize how good you are no matter the style, to compete with one's self is the greatest
competitor and better way to grow even more, but thats just me i couldnt leave this topic without writting
what i know of this. ;)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/03/19 20:40

_____________________________________

You make a really good point saying that your father was your teacher okumi. Gone are the days when
you could do an apprenticeship to become an artist. This means that it is far more difficult to learn from
just one person. Being part of an art school, to me, means that they have a certain system they must
follow. This is limiting. I guess you could say that about just one person teaching you but if they are
good, they will allow you to grow in the direction you wish to go. I personally feel that I am more creative
because I have not been 'taught' any boundaries or rules. I do whatever I feel like doing, whether that is
wrong or right. This is how I have learned, trial and error so I definitely agree with your father, practice
makes perfect. Although I think I have a way to go to 'perfect'. lol
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
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Posted by okumi - 2010/03/20 18:21
_____________________________________

Exactly, i agree completely, and i think it is a little ironic that there has to be a system to be followed
particularly in art considering that it is as free as our minds, but if the system is not conventional it works
with a great sense of enthusiasm and excitement.
And yes he helps me grow in all directions he can do allot of things, from painting, scultping, to digital
art, and what ever he can make up in his mind that gives me a sense of wideness i know he is a good
teacher, thats why i like great sites like these, you can find a teacher here (even if you arent looking) on
a different level but nonetheless teacher. Yes i know creativity lives on the freedom we give it and rules
are just a bump in the way, it is great to know all of this :).
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/03/20 20:24

_____________________________________

Teachers can be found in the most unexpected places. I've had moments where the most unlikely
person has taught me something valuable when I least expect it. I love those moments.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by TheCreatorsPalette - 2010/04/03 04:22
_____________________________________

Well... I'm self taught as I started painting after becoming chronically ill.
But I've learned from PBS painting shows, books, videos, and other painters online in forums.
And I have taken my first official workshop with a very well known impressionistic watercolorist - Ron
Ranson! That was so fantastic!
I will continue to pursue learning forever I think. But I doubt I'll ever have the opportunity to get an actual
art degree.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/04/03 08:05

_____________________________________

I started out just doing evening classes. I would do a 6 week course here and there. I started out with
botanical watercolors and there I got hooked on doing botanical subjects.
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
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Posted by Blu - 2010/04/04 07:26
_____________________________________

Only just read this thread, I think it is a shame that the person who started this thread has not been back
recently. There are so many lovely images on this site it is truly inspirational.
I started painting and used Flickr as a way of discovering if anyone liked the art that I was doing. The
response at times is really rather surprising, and encourages me to keep on painting. There are many
art groups on Flickr it is a useful place to view images of many types.
Best wishes Blu :)
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/04/04 07:44

_____________________________________

I think you can learn a lot simply by observing and looking at other work. It's not only inspirational but
you can often see how something is achieved.
Marilyn is a friend of mine on Facebook so I will tell her her thread has taken off. Maybe she just forgot
about it.
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by onawhimsey - 2010/04/04 09:38

_____________________________________

I so agree with this! I often try to 'remember' to place pictures on Flickr to get some feedback and also
belong to an encaustic group on line where I post pictures for feedback from those who know a lot more
than I do! It does help so much and encourages me to continue.
Pat
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/04/04 11:43

_____________________________________

Thanks for the reminder, Cathy! It's so interesting to read through everyone's personal experiences
about their art. As I said before, I've always hesitated to call myself an "artist", because I've had
absolutely no training.......but now I think "art from the heart" is also very important. Maybe I have the "art
gene" that Cat mentioned!
Wow there is so much talent here!! It's very inspiring, everyone!
============================================================================
11 / 29

Total Art Soul - Forum - Total Art Soul - for artists
Generated: 15 September, 2019, 20:53

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by cathy - 2010/04/04 11:56

_____________________________________

I think when you think creatively, in any way, then this for me is the definition of an artist. I consider Joe
an artist, he doesn't paint or sculpt or any of the usual disciplines but he has a very creative mind. I
definitely think you're a creative soul Marilyn so you should be proud to call yourself an artist. :-)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by nannher - 2010/04/07 18:48

_____________________________________

I am self-taught, I feel I tend to learn better on my own. I've thought about taking a class before but just
haven't done it.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/04/07 19:26

_____________________________________

It's not a bad idea nannher. I did some short courses which really helped to fill in the gaps.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by LizzieJ - 2010/05/23 01:15

_____________________________________

OMG Just the thread I needed to read :D I have read from start to finish and throughout been nodding
my head with agreement to all the replies. Here is a group of truly right brained thinkers, artists one and
all.
It was following a stint at college doing art A level ending up feeling wholly disillusioned, that I left my art
work behind for the past 17 yrs. You see I was press ganged by the head of the art dept to get the
qualification, rather than "waste my talent, just doing what I enjoyed without receiving a piece of paper to
give significance to my work at the end of it." I agreed but once on the course the ethos changed
significantly and not for the best. I was told I wold have to study fine art for the first year to learn to draw
then I could specialise in the second year as I pleased. mmm this didnt happen because I lost interest
having found the fine art way too difficult to master and I fet stiffled not being able to paint expressively in
my own style. :(
I hadnt thought of studying art at any point prior, as I had grown up around great talent in the form of my
Granny, Dad and Brother. Each with very different styles and techniques, which together gave me a
varied understanding of the arts without the need for me to take formal training.
I do believe that formal training can be a wonderful assest for a student who is needing their technique
refining and expanding to reach their full potential. The problem arises when the teacher is less nurturing
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of individual style as is sadly to often the case, as mentioned above.
Many formally trained artists start out training in the fine arts, only later finding true inner style. I wonder
if missing out the training they may well have found their true path more quickly in life. Mattisse springs
to mind, who was fortunately greatly talented as a fine artisit anyway, and quickly found his true inner
desire to paint using colour in an abstract style rather than trying to capture reality.
I guess that back then he needed the kudos of qualification to get noticed, and without which may have
remained undiscovered in those times. Fortunately today there are new routes to success if used well.
With the internet artists can find success without having to rely on 'high brow' galleries to promote their
work.
Basically it comes down to marketing, as with most fields of industry, and a great deal of being in the
right place at the right time, to be seen by the right people at the right time.
There is a huge amount of undiscovered talent out there just waiting to be found. But without marketing
and promotion to get those people seen, they will remain undiscovered. Think of X Factor for this, and
the amazingly talented voices out there. :ohmy:
Would Susan Boyle have been seen by a top Sony exec if she had just turned up at the office prior to
the show? No, she wouldnt have even got past the receptionist on the desk!!
I too have thought long and hard about going back to college to get that qualification, but reading this
thread has made me realise I would only be doing so to give myself permission to paint again. Doing so
may mean that I leave the brushes locked away for another 17yrs. :(
I am fortunate that I have a creative career aside from painting, and I am at last back to doing what I
enjoy, doing it from the soul. It matters not if my work is liked or desired. For vanity's sake of course it
would be heart warming if it is, but not the end of the world if it isnt.
I enjoy it, and will continue to do so whatever.
If at some point someone wanted to buy my work, I would like to think they would do so because they
enjoy it too, and not because of my qualifications or background.
In fact ,when I buy art I make a point of not reading the artist statement or background qualifications.
Personally I prefer to buy what I like because I love it ,not because I may have in any way been sold to
with words.
Horrah for the talented creative artists here of all kinds, qualified or otherwise it matters not a jot. :kiss:
:kiss: :kiss:
Oh crikey I ll get off my soap box now, sorry... :blush: x
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/05/23 07:27

_____________________________________

Haha! No, soap boxes are actively encouraged here. :-)
I feel that the main essence of an artist is their free spirit, their courage to express themselves without
worrying what anyone thinks.
I think it's possible that when young people go to art school, they are molded, then it takes a very strong
character to be able to break free from that. Like you say, Matisse did just that but they are few and far
between.
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Right now, I'm working on a new series called 'stripped naked'. I am trying desperately to break away
from all the conditioning from my childhood. I feel compelled to create beautiful things, but is that me or
is that because my parents were perfectionists? It is really difficult to break from the shackles. If I had
gone to art school, I feel it would be even more difficult.
I do miss technical ability but I try and train myself in that. With the internet, it's possible to gain vast
knowledge. Later I would like to paint with others too, watch how other people do things and learn that
way. All the old masters used to paint with more experienced painters and this just doesn't happen any
more. It's partly why I set this site up, so we could learn and feel nurtured.
Only yesterday, Joe and I sat in the garden and discussed the subject of nurture and how absolutely
fundamental this is. If everyone was nurtured, the world would be such a different place. None of us
would feel trapped or unhappy doing things we don't want to do, we could all follow our hearts and excel.
One thing I always tell my children is that first and foremost, they must be happy, everything else will
follow after that.
The name of this site is actually a bit of a dig at the highbrow galleries who make up their own rules
about art (say the name quickly). One such gallery wrote and said that my art was not 'fine art enough'.
What?!! What is that supposed to mean. I asked them to explain but of course I never heard back. It
was after this that we decided to launch the site so that we could nurture creativity, qualifications or not.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by LillysWorkshop - 2010/05/23 07:34

_____________________________________

I'm trained as a physicist and am making a living sewing costumes and corsets. Although I taught myself
to sew, a lot of the methods I learned from my physics degree help in designing and drafting. I guess it
goes to show you never know what you'll end up using your training for!
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/05/23 08:21

_____________________________________

I've always said that we're ALL artists! No matter what our field, we have to be creative in our thinking.
It's great that you were able to switch, some people feel they can't do it and become quite unhappy. :-)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/05/23 09:48

_____________________________________

Your corsets are just gorgeous!
============================================================================
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Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by donnafaber8 - 2010/05/24 01:35

_____________________________________

Hi everyone ...
I haven't read absolutely everything in this thread so forgive me if my comments are redundant.
I am a self-taught artist. I took a course once and found the parameters the teacher wanted to teach in
very restricting. My art in whatever form it's taken has always been a labor of love, and I've let it grow
and change and do whatever it wanted.
Lately, as my art becomes more of my personal focus, I have to apply more business-like thought to it.
This is really strange for me. My business side (I work in Corporate) has always been balanced by my
artistic side (as opposed to integrated) like two kids sitting on a teeter totter.
Now, I'm trying to integrate the two sides of myself.
So ... sef-taught or not, for me it's an ongoing growth process.
D~
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by gringrimaceandsqueak - 2010/05/24 09:44
_____________________________________

*wades in*
I did three years at college, but really should have left it at one. The first year I got shown things that
were useful, like never mix in black paint to anything, look up and you'll see stuff, draw what you see, not
what you think you see- people are not pink, that sort of stuff.
My next course started out with 'there is no right or wrong way to do things, it's all art', followed by being
continually told I wasn't doing it right :) I realised I wasn't learning a damn thing and eventually wandered
off, bored, to draw elsewhere. I havent looked back since.
That first year was invaluable, and I can see those who've learnt these lessons and those that havent,
but since then my work has progressed through practice and observation. The mediums I now work in I
never played with at college.
so, after all that, I'm guessing- mostly self taught :)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by donnafaber8 - 2010/05/24 18:17

_____________________________________
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My next course started out with 'there is no right or wrong way to do things, it's all art', followed by being
continually told I wasn't doing it right.
Boy, I hear ya!
D~
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/05/25 08:55

_____________________________________

Yes, I hear that too!
My daughter is pretty artistic and loved her art classes at school. She's quite a free spirit and not a
sheep at all so always wanted to do something very different to everyone else. She was constantly told
that she wasn't allowed, that she had to redo her work, even though, in my opinion, she was following
the brief. She just didn't follow it like everyone else. I found it really sad to watch this going on. They
systematically knocked her for trying to be herself and now she no longer does any art. It's so sad.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by ChrissyMarie - 2010/05/25 10:11

_____________________________________

Some interesting comment in here. I went to art classes in an evening as a teenager and think I learnt
quite a lot but other than that I have had no formal art training.
I only dabbled in anything a little bit for years and then recenlty came back to art after beginning to craft.
I tend to do my own thing but sometimes wish I had a little bit more formal teaching. At school they left
me alone entirely pretty much because I was always full of ideas and always had lots of art in my
portfolio.
I sometimes think when times permits, I might take an arts degree for myself but then I might have to
conform, not sure whether that would be a good thing ;) I never was too good at that!
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by donnafaber8 - 2010/05/25 15:29

_____________________________________

My daughter is 13 and she draws. She really loves the Japanese anime style right now and recently
began working with a template and her computer.
She's at an impasse. She's done everything she can without getting some instruction. It's very
frustrating for her because she's terribly independent and at 13 is all about not wanting to look stupid (it's
a middle school thing). But last night she told me she needs more help with anatomy and digital work.
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It was a big step for her ...
Point being that I think intuitively we all know what we need when we need it. It's not always easy to get
what we need, but you'll know if the instruction you're receiving isn't for you.
Have a great day, everyone!
Love,
D~
www.donnalouisefaber.com
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by TatumRevamped - 2010/05/25 16:47
_____________________________________

That is a great point. It is so exciting to watch new young artists evolve. We are all constantly maturing
as artists and we usually know what we need.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/05/25 18:27

_____________________________________

Hey, lovely to see you back Tatum! You were missed.
Donna, I think you're right. The most knowledge I ever gained was from doing weekend workshops,
evening classes and joining groups of artisans and watching them work. I learn very well simply by
watching.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by TatumRevamped - 2010/05/25 18:44
_____________________________________

Thanks Cathy, I tend to spread myself out to thin... I'm sure we all do sometimes
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/05/25 18:48

_____________________________________

No worries, as long as you're being creative, then it's all good. Just glad to see you now. :-)
============================================================================
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Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/05/29 10:43

_____________________________________

Cathy - Admin wrote:
I feel that the main essence of an artist is their free spirit, their courage to express themselves without
worrying what anyone thinks.
This made me think about teaching children from a young age to freely express themselves. My mom is
an artist and she would just have a cow everytime she would see my son with a coloring book when he
was little. She would take it away from him, give him big sheets of plain white paper and tell him to draw
something and then color.
I did the same with my grandkids, (although I must admit I did have some coloring books
around).........sorry, mom.
Maybe if we teach our kids to freely express themselves (on paper.......lol) when they are young, they will
feel more at ease later in life.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/05/29 11:07

_____________________________________

I can't agree with this more! I must admit to causing the school quite a few headaches when I went there
to complain that I did not want my children put in a 'box'!!! I was not a welcome site because I was seen
as a trouble maker that did not want to 'conform'.
I also taught my kids to ask questions, never to take things on face value just because someone told
you. I told them to do their own research on the subject and make up their own opinions. Unfortunately,
this caused them many problems. Most teachers did not want to be questioned and later I had to tell
them that they would have to keep quiet and do the research on their own.
Of course this also meant that my kids would never do as they were told! Haha! Made a rod for my own
back there. Still, they're both at uni doing exceedingly well and my son has just been offered a doctorate
so I guess I did something right.
I actually can't wait to move somewhere where I can start up my art classes for kids again. I feel a real
urge to nurture creativity, I think it's utterly crucial in every walk of life. When people cannot think
creatively, that's when they can't solve their problems and find solutions.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/05/29 11:11

_____________________________________

Such a trouble maker, you are! :)
============================================================================
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Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by TheCreatorsPalette - 2010/05/29 17:59
_____________________________________

The coloring book thing reminds me of my own childhood - but a bit differently....
My mom (a SAHM - but loved art) would buy us coloring books and she'd buy huge boxes of crayons.
These were luxuries because my Dad was in school for his PHD at Stanford.
But she'd have times she'd put it all out on the kitchen table and she'd sit down my sister and I and color.
The only problem was, I hating coloring. It was tedious and I got bored quickly and either colored my
page in a way that was too fast or too messy for her. Half the time I only half finished and asked to go
out and play.
Therefore, I was told that I was unarticistic - my sister was the artistic one since she would sit and color
perfectly in those coloring books.
Yet... here I am 40 years later,... and I'm the artist selling my work!
It's sad that a coloring book determined whether or not I was an artists. Have you heard of the halo
effect? Tell a kid the are not something and they will act as you have predicted. It wasn't until college that I was even willing to try drawing.... and years later that I began painting!
Now that I look back - the artists was obvious in me... but was covered up in the "coloring books"....
very interesting!
I have 3 children - all artists in their own way...one loved theater when she was younger, but has just
begun to draw and paint! Another is a dancer. Another is a musician.
You gave me lots to think about!
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/05/30 08:15

_____________________________________

Marilyn wrote:
Such a trouble maker, you are! :)
Yep, that's me! lol My parents still won't speak to me as I still have that 'label'. It seems anyone with an
opinion that differs from the norm should be shot. :-(
TheCreatorsPalette, what's a SAHM? Sorry, non US person here. Your story just goes to show that
creativity comes in all forms and not just in the cliché ways. Thankfully times have changed and
opinions are starting to change.
============================================================================
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Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/05/30 10:54

_____________________________________

SAHM Stay at home mom
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/05/30 16:03

_____________________________________

Oh! I thought it was some kind of qualification! lol
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by fishgirlart - 2010/06/11 15:55

_____________________________________

11 pages!! I read the first one and skipped to this one, hope you don't mind.. ;)
My grandmother was a painter. I didn't really get to spend much time with her, so I never learned
anything from her.
I tried for classes in school, but because art is the FUN class, they always filled up by the time I was
sending in for my electives.
My junior and Senior year in highschool, I FINALLY had Pottery. LOVED it! I took two classes and
haven't made a single thing since!
But I'm pretty sure I retained enough of the basics, that if I were to go at it again, I could probably pull off
some neat sculptures.
I took a portfolio class in my senior year and learned about colours and following lines closely and it
touched on a bunch of different techniques..but that is about it! Everything I create is mostly self-taught
through practice and experimentation. :)
I've never been a fan of people telling me I should draw or paint something this way or that way, so I
never went to art school. I know very little in the way of art history, but enough to get an idea about
certain things. And that is probably the most blasphemous thing about me. :laugh:
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by itsamistry - 2010/06/11 16:24

_____________________________________

I'm afraid I skipped to the last page to - sorry.
I'm self taught. I don't have a degree in anything which these days seems to be more shocking than
smoking or drinking to excess LOL.
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Coming from an Indian background girls from my era were not encouraged to do more than go to college
and then you had to do business type of study because then when you finished you were supposed to
get married and have children.
Well I'm sorry to say but I think I broke all the rules (not intentionally) so here I am 43 single and having
a ball doing what I want to do when I want to do it.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by fishgirlart - 2010/06/11 16:27

_____________________________________

as long as you're having fun doing what you're doing and living your life, then that is all that matters!!
Keep making your own rules and keep creating!! :cheer:
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/06/11 19:24

_____________________________________

itsamistry, you sound a bit like me! I broke off my marriage just over 5 years ago and was in a real
quandary as whether to carry on being an artist. I had my children to support through universities so it
was a real big decision. I decided to go for it and I've never looked back. I seriously would never go
back to the corporate world. I just can't imagine working 9-5 again. Actually, I probably 'work' a lot more
now but it's such a joy, it just doesn't feel like work.
I'm no longer worried about not having any training. It leaves me free to express myself without
limitations. :-)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by itsamistry - 2010/06/11 19:58

_____________________________________

Oh I know what you mean Cathy I wouldn't ever want to go back to a 9 - 5 job. Don't think I could stand
anyone telling me how to do things (although have to say it wasn't very often they did that). But even so
I like the freedom to do what I want when I want and how I want.
I did a workshop with 3 young girls (10 -14) and they were rather amused that I didn't let them use a
paintbrush to paint with - I gave them sponges - they had a great time and the results were fab. I think
even schools are to dicotorial as to how things should be done.
I now work longer hours and for a lot less money but hey I'm happy and that's what is more important to
me.
Many people are surprised that I have no formal training in my art or my jewellery.
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============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Marilyn - 2010/06/13 12:10

_____________________________________

itsamistry, the fact that many of us left well paying, 9-5 jobs to work longer hours for less pay, doing what
we love to do, just proves how important it is to be happy in our work.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/06/14 07:03

_____________________________________

Exactly Marilyn. This is what I instilled in my kids. I so did not want them to end up feeling forced into
jobs they didn't want to do. I never told them to do homework or forced them to study. Amazingly they're
both at university and my son has been offered a doctorate in Sweden. They both love what they're
doing which is all I asked for.
If it should change and they find themselves no longer happy with their jobs, I hope that the fact I
changed my life so drastically means that they will have the courage to do the same instead of feeling
trapped.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by artbyjude - 2010/06/15 11:48

_____________________________________

Hi there,
I'm new to the site but I've been reading this thread with much interest. I'm so so happy to know that
there are so many of you who are self taught, it gives me confidence to carry on with what I'm doing. I
did a short course in oil paints recently and that's what got me back in to being creative again and I'm
absolutely loving it. I stopped being creative when I left school and now I've just turned 40 :-).
I'm not sure I would go for formal training, probably not although short courses I find helpful for picking
up useful hints and tips. That said, there's so many of you talented people out there who I'm sure would
help in any case.
So thank you from me who I call a 'budding' artist.
Take care
Jude x
============================================================================
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Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by itsamistry - 2010/06/15 16:23

_____________________________________

It's nice to know that you're not the only one who has no formal training and can still create art that other
people like and admire.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - Admin - 2010/06/15 20:11

_____________________________________

Hey guys! Don't let Jude's lack of confidence fool you! She can paint! :-)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by quirkydame - 2010/06/21 08:41

_____________________________________

Wow, such an inspiring thread! I've taken classes and workshops here and there over the years, but
haven't tried for a degree. I did take Drawing 101 at the local university and while I did learn a lot, I
wasn't completely thrilled with it. I had some issues with the class.
Over the past couple of years, I've taken workshops at the art museum from a local artist, Linda Infante
Lyons, and they've been such an awesome experience. I've learned quite a bit from her. While she
shows us different techniques and tips, she respects each person's individual style and doesn't try to
make us all paint the same way. It's very interesting to go around each time and see what each student
has done. Such a wide range of styles. Linda's very encouraging and supportive. I'm about to start a
new class with her tomorrow night - pet portraits in oils. I'm very excited!
So glad to hear from other artists that are self-taught (or mostly so) and to see that you can be
successful without having a degree. I'm finding that I'm completely open to taking workshops or reading
books, but I have no desire to go back to school full-time.
And to those who have been able to quit their 9 to 5 jobs, that's awesome. My goal is to keep working
and growing in my art, hopefully being able to one day move down to a part job or, better yet, support
myself through my art alone. I love hearing from others who have done the same, so inspiring. :cheer:
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by laforc26 - 2010/07/15 02:05

_____________________________________

I do not consider formal education absolutely necessary... I suppose that it can aid in the development of
one's practice and will, but it also exhibits the capacity to stifle as well.
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I am presently a graduate student entering my third and final year. The first had been an incredibly
shocking experience. I hadn't known quite what to expect. I really struggled with the notion of "What is
art?" I thought that I had been blessed with a unique skill only to find out that it didn't matter. Anything
could and would be considered art.
There exists a lot of what I would consider BS in the art world and I've come to the decision to ignore it
all and continue doing what I enjoy doing. What matters most is that you enjoy what you are doing and
that you are completely genuine in your practice.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - 2010/07/15 09:31

_____________________________________

I agree with that sentiment laforc. I think having integrity and staying true to yourself is what is most
important as an artist.
I think for young people though it is sometimes hard not to be swept along with what is happening
around them and often I see art students all producing similar work. As a mature person I think you
could be strong enough to keep focus but youngster I think struggle with that.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by laforc26 - 2010/07/15 12:46

_____________________________________

There were isms and now it's a free-for-all, which breeds confusion, but also allows one the freedom to
do as one pleases. I am presently reading a book called Seven Days in the Art World by Sarah Thorton.
This is exactly what the present day art world is all about...
As a young artist it is difficult not to get swept up into all of that...
I often cannot help, but think of my work as a commodity, because I wish to make my living off of what I
already do... The thought of having a regular job is absolutely repulsive! I feel strongly that I was put on
this earth to be the creative individual that I am and I wish to share this with everyone! However, I will not
sacrifice my integrity to fulfill some random art world ideal... I'm going to give it a go and if it doesn't work
out then at least I tried and maintained my integrity... :O)
BTW, thank you for your wonderful responses!
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - 2010/07/16 06:51

_____________________________________

They say that you always regret the things you don't do more than the things you do. To die having tried
than to die never knowing would be infinitely better.
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Someone said to me recently that the art world is in crisis. That with the age of digital photography, there
is no longer a need to paint/draw realistically and that this has caused artists to have to think very
differently.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by laforc26 - 2010/07/18 18:48

_____________________________________

Painting is forever engaged in a cycle of death and rebirth; however, I feel very strongly that since the
advent of photography and other digital media that painting has become ever more important. A painting
reflects the artist hand as well as a sense of tactility that images cannot provide.
I enjoy the challenges that these realities present; however, I do believe that there also exists a lot of BS
for lack of better terminology. :O)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - 2010/07/19 09:00

_____________________________________

Yes, good ol' BS! I've heard/seen my fair share.
I like realistic paintings because it shows skill and this is what I look for in modern art too. I really don't
go in for splashes of paint or a blank canvas. Personally, I like to see some kind of feeling being
portrayed and some skill in the application of the paint. But that's just me. :-)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by tonicreatesart - 2010/08/09 04:30

_____________________________________

Hi... new here, but thought this was a good thread to jump in on. :)
For the artist who's daughter is into anime... my oldest daughter is 19. She draws the anime style very
well. She's taught herself over the past 10+ years. Her work is at http://moonwhing.deviantart.com. She
uses a lot of photos on deviantart by another artist who posts reference photos of herself in many
different positions. A few basic art anatomy books may help her get the basics.
As for me, I am also self-taught. In first grade, I was criticized by my teacher for drawing a blue sun, and
ever since I haven't had much to say to art teachers. I had one good drawing teacher at a community
college for one class, though we spent more time on art history than really drawing. I liked his teaching
style, however. I've been drawing ever since I could pick up a pencil, though I only started painting 5
years ago. I am trying to make more of a name for myself now.
============================================================================
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Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - 2010/08/09 10:45

_____________________________________

Hi and welcome to TAS. Glad you found us. I love the drawing in your profile image. The light injected is
excellent. Very much looking forward to seeing much more. :-)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by tonicreatesart - 2010/08/09 17:28

_____________________________________

Thanks for the welcome! :) I think it was your posts over at Etsy that brought me here, so thanks! :)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by JenDonald - 2010/08/09 22:06

_____________________________________

I completely agree- that with the digital world, painters almost seem old, outdated- NOT! I am one who
paints realistically and I really don't care for the "dot on the canvas" crowd (no diss intended).
I am self-taught other than high school, but like most of us, its that need to feed the creative side of us
that compels us to always continue to learn.
Also, I think it was Heather who said painting is in a constant state of death and rebirth (brilliant, btw!)
and perhaps those that break the mold and let honest creativity flow versus staying within the art world
"norm" are the ones who carry the burden of birthing a new, exciting and fresh art movement.
All the best,
Jen http://www.totalartsoul.com/images/fbfiles/images/murphys_resized.jpg
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - 2010/08/10 08:43

_____________________________________

My infiltration on Etsy! Haha! I can't be too blatant there since Etsy close my threads otherwise even
though we are not competition to them and we even actively promote Etsy. It's quite tedious and I've
written several times to explain but I get no response whatsoever.
Anyway, glad you found us! :-)
Jen, I'm with you on that. I get told time and time again that it's 'pointless' painting something realistically
since we can take a photo! Woot? What about the skill involved, the artists' perspective/eye showing
what he sees etc. I love realism and I think there's a real place for it.
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I see many students come out of art school, as I mentioned here before, and they all have a similar style
or formula that they stick to. I think they get taught more how to make a living in the art world and what
is expected of them, rather than to be creative.
Looking at that, I'm glad I was not put in a 'box' and I am free to express myself without the shackles of
art school. It's bad enough having the shackles of conditioning without needing those as well! lol
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by ladyrainbow - 2010/10/19 02:19

_____________________________________

I've had a grand total of one formal art class in junior high school.
I've been mostly self-taught. Both my older brother and youngest sister draw extremely well. None of us
(4 kids) were ever encouraged to be artists. I didn't start painting until I was 30, after the birth of my son.
No formal training in oils, acrylics or watercolors. I experimented with all kids of styles and colors.
My style has been described as "childish/childlike" , "organic" and "colorful". My husband is a computer
engineer, and extremely left-brained. His constant criticism of it not looking "realistic enough" and
"well-meaning advice" crippled my confidence for a while. It's only within the past few years that I've
decided to go back to it.
Never say never. Never think you can't make art because you aren't formally trained for it.
============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by artbylmr - 2010/10/24 20:19

_____________________________________

Of course, you can be a true artist and 'self taught'. There are so many sources for information available
on the web if you have questions nowadays.
If you get stuck on something, I'll bet there is a Utube how to video to get you started.
I have gotten back into art in recent years and have taken some community art classes at Munson
Williams School of art. It is never too late to learn and grow!
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Rosie - 2010/10/27 04:38

_____________________________________

Self taught - I really did not want to paint like anyone else. I have also enjoyed researching, trying out
techniques, laughing at the failures and just generally enjoying my art. The word Formal is too 'formal' for
me ;)
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============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by ManDuh - 2010/11/27 15:13

_____________________________________

I've read quickly through most of the this thread and the general impression I get is that I'm in the
minority on this one, but I am academically trained and I love it! In fact, my "day job" aspirations are to
become a college professor myself.
I don't think the training makes the artist though; it's your passion and your drive, your desire to
experiment and push yourself that make someone an artist, in my opinion.
For me, I love the community of art school. I love working in class with people and being able to debate
and discuss with and critique each other. I love most of the professors I've encountered and their
knowledge and experience. The whole environment, just being in a world completely dedicated to loving
and creating art (I was not raised in such a home; to the contrary, my parents discouraged me from
pursuing art) is so wonderful!
I do agree that a lot of stuff that's getting attention that's coming out of my ageset (the 20 somethings) is
meh. I don't know that it's the fault of the art schools per se, because I also see some very sophisticated
work coming from some of my peers. I think it has more to do with current cultural perceptions of art and
technology than what art schools are teaching.
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by artbylmr - 2010/11/28 15:35

_____________________________________

I agree about the drive and passion making the artist!
I mentioned that I attend adult classes at an art school that is also an upstate affiliate of Pratt Art Institute
- a well know school in NYC. We were snooping in the studio next to ours and it looked like the Pratt
students were doing self portraits. Every single one of them was so dark and full of dispair. It was very
sad to see.
I will stick with my bright colors and fun compostions thank you very much :)
============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by Cathy - 2010/11/29 08:32

_____________________________________

Much as I moan about living in the middle of nowhere with nothing to do, I must say that reading these
posts, I've realized that as an artist, it has meant that I'm not really influenced by anything because I
don't see anything! lol Only online but then I don't spend that much time looking at other people's work
except here on TAS. It's made me realize that being so insular has meant that I totally do my own thing.
It's not all bad after all! ;-)
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============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by razet93 - 2010/11/30 16:41

_____________________________________

============================================================================

Re:Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by ashdrawsthings - 2013/02/17 17:11

_____________________________________

============================================================================

Re: Formal Art Training or Self Taught
Posted by tjCervantesArt - 2015/01/20 14:43

_____________________________________

Is the plate your work or your mothers? I love the abstract portrait, if that is your work, you are on to
something, no formal training needed,!
============================================================================
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